RANDALL WARREN
PRESIDENT
303/649-9857 FAX 303/414-0671

188 INVERNESS DRIVE WEST, SUITE 140
ENGLEWOOD, COLORADO
80112

March 25, 2020
Ms. Stacey Nerger
Town of Parker, Colorado
Development Review Division
20120 E. Mainstreet
Parker, CO 80138
Re: Cottonwood Water and Sanitation District Construction and Testing of Arapahoe Well D‐1RR – Variance
Request
Mr. Tyler Sandt,
This letter is provided to serve as the Cottonwood Water and Sanitation District’s (“District”) variance request for a
waiver of the regular, weekly, working hours (8:00 am to 5:00 pm) to allow for the re‐development of an Arapahoe
Aquifer Well (Well‐D1R). The District’s Well D‐1R is located in Tract A (Figure A), Cottonwood Filing 1, and State Parcel
No.: 2233‐042‐02‐069 which is owned by the Cottonwood Metropolitan Improvement District. This well has been in
operations since 1986 and its operation is critical for the District’s ability to meet its peak water demands. However,
in late 2019, the well screens which allow the ground water to come into the well failed to the extent that an in‐situ
repair is not feasible. Well D‐1R is approximately 1,800 feet deep.
FIGURE A

WELL D-1RR
SITE

In order to develop an 1,800 feet deep Arapahoe Aquifer well, within the Denver Basin, the well development
operations shall be continuous during this process to prevent a collapse of the circular shape of the well as it is being
drilled. Due to this condition, the District would like to request this variance in order to allow the drilling operations
for Well D‐1RR to occur continuously 24 hours per day and 7 days a week for a period not‐to‐exceed 33 days (based
on the geology of the site, we estimate it may take 28 days to complete the drilling activities).

In addition, to minimize any inconveniences to the neighbors adjacent to the site, Cottonwood has contracted with
Behrens and Associates – Environmental Noise Control (“BA”) to design and erect a sound wall around the well site
to minimize, to the extent practical, construction lighting and noise from the drilling equipment. BA is a leader in the
nation designing and building sound walls around construction sites with minimal impact to the surrounding areas.
Earlier this year, the District sent a written notification of this project to the residents adjacent to the site and the
District is committed to send another round of notifications both by mail and through its website, one month ahead
of construction. Enclosed with this letter (Exhibit A) is a copy of the letter that was mailed to the neighbors in January.
We appreciate your consideration for this variance request. Please do not hesitate to contact either Scott Barnett or
myself with any questions.
Sincerely,

MULHERN MRE, INC.
Luis Tovar, District Representative. Project Manager
Cc: Scott Barnett, P.E. – District Engineer
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NOTICE OF PLAN TO RE-DRILL WATER WELL ADJACENT TO
COTTONWOOD RESIDENCES ALONG CHERRY CREEK TRAIL
January 9, 2020

The Cottonwood Water and Sanitation District (“Cottonwood”) owns a deep ground water well
located in the open space along Cherry Creek (see attached Exhibit A). Over the past year, the well,
drilled in 1986, failed and needs to be re-drilled in a different location since it is an important
component of the District’s water supply. The well must be re-drilled within 200 feet of its current
location according to the water court decree. Construction access to the site will be through the trail
access off of Junegrass Place as shown in the attached Exhibit A.
When the drilling of the new well begins, there will be noise and light emitted from the site. The
drill rig needs to operate continuously 24 hours per day, 7 days per week for approximately one
month. In order to mitigate the noise, Cottonwood is working with Behrens and Associates (“Behrens”),
an environmental noise control company. Behrens has monitored and measured existing noise
conditions and is working on the design of a noise mitigation program which includes a temporary steel
structure with canvass blankets hung on it to absorb and deflect noise. This type of sound wall is used
successfully in well re-drill projects in dense residential locations in efforts to keep drilling equipment
noise at or below background levels. Noise will be monitored during the drilling to insure success of the
mitigation minimizing disturbance to our neighbors. As far as lighting mitigation, it will be screened by
the sound wall or will be pointed away from residential properties. The site is required to be well lit at
night for construction activities and safety of the crew.
After the well has been drilled, it takes approximately one additional month to fully develop the
well and install piping. This work will be done during normal business hours. We will also be
constructing a small section of pipeline to connect the new well to the existing pipeline system. No
trees or landscaping are expected to be removed during the project other than some small disturbances
to the native grasses that will be reseeded within 14 days of completion of the project.
We are targeting the end of April or beginning of May for drilling to begin with the new well
operational by early July. We will be monitoring noise levels throughout the project to ensure the noise
levels are consistent with the mitigation plan. We will send a second notification once we have a date
for operations to begin.
We apologize for the inconvenience and appreciate your patience as the District works to secure
your water supply. If you have any questions or concerns please contact the District:
Office (8am-5pm M-F):
303-649-9857
After Hours Answering Service: 303-426-3167

